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Ethan Gutmann, an award-winning China analyst and human-rights investigator, is a China Studies Research Fellow at the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation and the author of Losing the New China and The Slaughter. He has written for publications such as the Wall Street Journal Asia, The Weekly Standard, National Review, and Investor’s Business Daily, while providing testimony and briefings to the United States Congress, the Central Intelligence Agency, the European Parliament, the United Nations, and the parliaments of Ottawa, Canberra, Dublin, Jerusalem, Prague, Edinburgh, and London. A former Foreign Policy Analyst at the Brookings Institution, Gutmann has appeared on PBS, CNN, BBC, and CNBC. He was nominated for the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize. You can follow his work at victimsofcommunism.org and on Twitter @Eastofethan

Biden campaign says China’s treatment of Uighur Muslims is “genocide” 
Zachary Basu, Axios, August 25, 2020 
The Biden campaign said in a statement Tuesday that the Chinese government's oppression of Uighur Muslims and other ethnic minorities in the northwest region of Xinjiang is "genocide," and that Joe Biden "stands against it in the strongest terms."
Why it matters: Genocide is a serious crime under international law, and the U.S. government has adopted the formal label only on rare occasions after extensive documentation.
· China has vehemently rejected any claim that it is engaged in human rights abuses in Xinjiang, but reports from journalists, NGOs and former detainees have documented a sweeping campaign of repression against Uighurs.
· The draconian reports of mass surveillance, arbitrary detentions, brainwashing, torture and forced sterilization have been described by some experts as "demographic genocide."
Between the lines: Biden campaign spokesman Andrew Bates initially provided the statement in response to an unconfirmed Politico story, which reported that the Trump administration is considering formally labeling China's actions a genocide.
· The internal deliberations are reportedly still in the early stages. A formal accusation of genocide by the U.S. would infuriate China at a time when tensions are already running high, and could prompt calls on the international stage for the U.S. to take greater steps to intervene.
· President Trump told Axios in a June interview that he held off on imposing sanctions against Chinese officials involved with the mass detention camps because doing so would have interfered with his China trade deal.
· Former White House national security adviser John Bolton also claimed in his book that Trump encouraged China's President Xi Jinping in June 2019 to continue building the detention camps. Trump has denied the allegations.
The big picture: Top Trump administration officials have publicly condemned China's oppression of the Uighurs, and the Treasury Department has sanctioned a number of officials and entities involved in operating the internment camps. The Trump campaign and Biden campaign have repeatedly clashed over who is "tougher" than China.
What they're saying:
“The unspeakable oppression that Uighurs and other ethnic minorities have suffered at the hands of China’s authoritarian government is genocide and Joe Biden stands against it in the strongest terms. If the Trump administration does indeed choose to call this out for what it is, as Joe Biden already did, the pressing question is what will Donald Trump do to take action. He must also apologize for condoning this horrifying treatment of Uighurs."

The “Nine Points” Memo: China’s Forced Organ Harvesting in Xinjiang/East Turkestan
Ethan Gutmann, The International Coalition To End Transplant Abuse in China (ETAC), Dec. 9, 2020

This confidential memo was written for a carefully selected group of Uyghur activists, Falun Gong researchers, Western policymakers, and reporters. It’s a snapshot of what we know - and what we don’t know - about forced organ harvesting in Xinjiang/East Turkestan.

1. Live organ harvesting of political and religious prisoners began with the Uyghurs
2. China’s transplant industry become a hungry beast: 
a. From 2000 to 2016, with an estimated 450,000 to 1,000,000 Falun Gong practitioners in detention at any given time [4], the Chinese transplant industry quickly surpassed the transplant volume of all other countries in the world. By 2012, China was transplanting over 60,000 organs per year, some to foreign “organ tourists [5]".
3. Beijing Forces 10 million Uyghurs to give blood samples compatible with tissue matching
4. The net closes, the camps are constructed, and the testing begins:
a. “All prisoners were given a comprehensive health check entering the camps, including blood tests, EKGs and scans of their lungs and other retail organs. These tests became a regular occurrence, approximately every two months [22].”
5. The Crematoriums Follow
a. “From 2016 to 2018, Uyghur and Kazakh witnesses describe several mass executions of male camp prisoners – we don’t know the reason for the killings – which overloaded local disposal systems, such as crematoriums [23]. Local crematoriums also acknowledged occasionally burning bodies from the camps [24], while Uyghur cemeteries were routinely bulldozed [25]. As early as 2017, local authorities put out a directive to construct nine new crematoriums across Xinjiang/East Turkestan [26].”
6. The Appearance of the “Green Passage” Airport Fast Lanes for Human Organ Transport
a. “The first “Green Passage” lanes were initiated in Eastern China in 2016 by China’s most prolific heart surgeon: Dr. Chen Jingyu of Wuxi People’s Hospital and China Southern Airlines [28]. While the Xinjiang/East Turkestan crematoriums were constructed, the first “Green Passages” appeared in the Kashgar and Urumqi airports [29]. There was initial incredulity surrounding the lanes’ existence because the population using these airports are, by Chinese standards, ridiculously small. The channels were openly labeled “Special Passengers, Human Organ Exportation Lane” – i.e. outgoing only [30].”
7. The Logistics of Harvesting from Aksu to the East Coast
a. “All these elements – the hospital, the camps, a crematorium - come together in a single square kilometer in a northwest corner of Xinjiang/East Turkestan: Aksu prefecture [34]. There could be several end-users, but we think we have found one. In Hangzhou, not far from Shanghai, the First Hospital of Zhejiang Province has a formal “big brother” relationship with Aksu’s doctors and medical apparatus [35].”
8. Witnesses to Genocide
9. These Findings Simply Can’t Be Explained by Other Theories

Aksu Internment Camp Was Former Hospital, Raising Fears Uyghur Detainees Are Used in Organ Trade
Radio Free Asia, Dec. 18, 2020 

‘All in the same neighborhood’
The combination of facilities points to organ harvesting, said Ethan Gutmann, a fellow at the Washington-based Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation. Author of the book The Slaughter, he has long studied forced organ harvesting of political prisoners in China, including Uyghurs and Falun Gong adherents.
Gutmann suggested that the building and maintaining of the camps in Aksu, as well as the existing hospital infrastructure and construction of the green corridor, together allowed local authorities the ability to create a steady source of organs to harvest from Uyghurs.
“To me, that looks like organ harvesting: a large cremation center and a hospital that's connected to the camp directly,” he said.
“You extract the organs from the living human being, you let them die. The organs are strapped to this machine, this rather smallish machine, that's sitting there oxygenating them … Then the organs can have 20 hours of life, maybe 24 hours of life.”
Gutmann acknowledged that it is possible “they're just prepping these people for an operation” to be carried out in eastern China, but he said it is unlikely that a patient would travel such a long distance while under anesthesia.
“So that's enough time to get [an organ] to the airport to fly it over to the east coast of China,” he said.
“We knew they were building crematoriums. We knew that hospitals had to be nearby to the camps, so that one could perform the extractions. And now what we have is something which is all in the same neighborhood … That hospital, they do extractions, they administer death with a simple injection, they go to the cremation so there's no evidence.”
Gutmann noted that former camp detainees routinely detail having received DNA and blood tests upon their internment under the guise of a mandatory “universal health check,” but suggested the tests are “for tissue matching.”
And as for the infrastructure at the Aksu sites, such a system “speeds everything up … for higher margins of profit,” he said, adding that foreign “organ tourists” are willing to pay significantly higher prices for organs than Chinese citizens, meaning each detainee could be “worth” about U.S. $750,000 for their lungs, heart, kidneys, and liver.
RFA was able to contact a staffer at the Red Cross in Aksu, but he hung up the phone when asked about organ donations, saying he and the agency had “nothing to do with these matters.”
Other calls to health officials and hospitals in Aksu mostly went unanswered, although an officer with the Aksu Hospital of Infectious Disease’s security department told RFA that the facility is a “mixed hospital” and that patients “aren’t being admitted.” The officer said he didn’t know anything about surgeries or organ donations at the hospital.
Coercion in Xinjiang’s Cotton Fields: The West Needs Wider Controls On Chinese Imports Produced With Forced Labor
Adrian Zenz, Dec. 16, 2020, WSJ 

Xinjiang is the largest cotton-growing region in the world, producing 85% of Chinese cotton and 20% of the global supply. Lavished with government subsidies, Xinjiang cotton has become central to global supply chains.

Xinjiang’s forced-labor system grew exponentially during the time when regional authorities also built “vocational training camps” in which as many as 1.8 million people have been imprisoned. Each year, Xinjiang municipalities inquire with cotton producers about their labor needs. Chinese officials then descend on local villages to conscript the workers. Government reports abound with “success stories” of officials who visit homes until family members “agree” to work, a process that involves “transformed thinking.”

Once the workers are secured, officials transfer them to the fields in tightly managed groups of 30 to 50 and oversee their work. One government document states that officials must “eat, live, study, and work together” with the laborers while continuously carrying out “ideological education.” A government report mandates that officials function like “security guards.” Another notes that minority cotton pickers are frequently checked on by authorities to see whether their “state of mind” is “stable.”

Organ Procurement and Extrajudicial Execution in China: A Review of the Evidence
Matthew Robinson, Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation, March 10, 2020 

The Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation (VOC) has conducted a detailed examination of the allegations of extrajudicial killing for the harvesting of organs by the Chinese Communist Party and the evidence underlying these allegations. The report was produced by VOC China Studies Research Fellow Matthew P. Robertson, a doctoral researcher whose work using statistical forensics to demonstrate the falsification of Chinese organ donor registry data was recently published in the leading journal of medical ethics, BMC Medical Ethics.

1. Starting in 2000, the PRC rapidly constructed a worldclass organ transplantation system that began performing tens of thousands of transplants annually.
2. Initially, PRC officials claimed that all organs were from voluntary civilian donors. When this claim became untenable, they stated that organs were in fact from death row prisoners.
3. The claim that the majority of organs could have come from death row prisoners is contradicted by the well-established decline in death row executions from 2000 onwards.
4. A close examination of PRC transplant activity indicates that Chinese hospitals have been performing at least several times more transplants than even the largest estimates of death-row prisoners are able to account for. Given this, the provisional conclusion is that some other organ source, apart from death-row prisoners, must have been utilized.
5. The number of liver transplants performed on an emergency basis (i.e., within 24–72 hours of the recipient’s presentation at hospital with liver failure) or on demand basis (within days or weeks) expanded significantly post-2000. This is an extremely strong indication of a blood-typed pool of living donors able to be executed on demand.
6. If death row prisoners were not the source of the majority of transplants, the only remaining plausible explanation for a substantial portion of the organ sourcing since 2000 is prisoners of conscience.
7. Evidence pointing to this source includes the coincidence of the anti-Falun Gong campaign (July 1999) with the rapid growth of China’s transplant industry six months later, widely reported blood tests and physical examinations consistent with those required for organ procurement, telephone admissions by Chinese doctors, threats of organ harvesting by prison and labor camp guards, and participation in the anti-Falun Gong campaign by Chinese transplant surgeons.
8. Since 2015, due to international pressure China’s organ transplantation system has claimed to source organs from voluntary donors only. Forensic analysis of the relevant data shows that it has been falsified. This appears to be a deliberate attempt to deceive the international medical community as to the current source of organs in China. Given that transplants continue both at scale and on demand, it appears that a secondary concealed organ source is now also being exploited.
9. During the same period, the Chinese Communist Party has embarked upon a large-scale campaign against Uyghur Muslims. Part of this campaign has included blood-testing, DNA typing, and the reported shipment of Uyghurs from Xinjiang to the Chinese interior by rail. Former Uyghur detainees now in exile have reported blood tests and physical examinations consistent with those necessary to establish organ health.
10. The coincidence of the mass internment in Xinjiang, ongoing rapid organ availability in Chinese hospitals, and blood and physical tests consistent with assessing organ health, is readily explicable by the exploitation of Uyghurs for their organs.
