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Preface to the Fourth Edition

This fourth edition of Arab Theologians on Jews and Israel is now available on
the internet. It will allow a worldwide public to read what was discussed at the
Fourth Conference of the Academy of Islamic Research at Al Azhar (1968) and
preached by ulema in mosques 40 years ago on Jews, Judaism and Israel —
throughout the Arab-Middle East, and taught in schools.

In January 1971, while browsing in the library of St. Anthony’s College, Oxford
University, awaiting a friend, I came across the 1970 English edition of the
Proceedings of this Al Azhar Conference, published by the ‘Cairo General
Organization for Government Printing Offices’.

Only a few months earlier, I had met professor Yehoshafat Harkabi in Tel Aviv,
author of a seminal work, Arab Attitudes to Israel (1971; Hebrew edition, 1968),
who informed me of the contents of the Arab edition which he showed me,
particularly the lecture by Kamal Ahmad Own on “The Jews are the Enemies of
Human Life as is Evident from their Holy Book™.

On discovering the English translation by chance, the article by the ‘Vice-
principle of Tanta Institute’ caught my eye, as well as a fascinating trove of vivid
‘explanations’ on Jihad and other theological subjects. I immediately informed
Professor Harkabi and suggested that it might be a good idea to publish extracts
from the 935 page edition (no official copyright was indicated) which I would
prepare, and our joint introduction. It could be published by Editions de 1’Avenir in
Geneva and would be widely distributed by the Centre d’Information et de la
Documentation sur le Moyen Orient (CID) in Geneva, recently founded, with
friends, by my wife and I, whose publications we directed then. I met Professor
Bernard Lewis in London, who encouraged me on the project, suggesting less than
100 pages and a brief introduction.

In September 1971 the verbatim first edition was printed in English — followed
by a French edition — with our joint introduction under a pseudonym, “D.F. Green”:
‘D’ for my first name, David; ‘F’ for Fati, the abbreviated first name of Harkabi,
who predicted that it would become a landmark publication in its own field ; he
proved to be right. Before his untimely death in 1994, he gave me his consent to
reveal our joint names, behind the pseudonym, “D.F. Green”. I preferred Muslim
Theologians... as the title, but Fati preferred not to ruffle religious feathers.

Between September 1971 and September 1976, three editions were published in
English, two in French and one in German, a total of over 70,000 copies — available



in bookstores via the main Swiss distributor, Payot. It was also widely circulated (c.
10,000 copies) by the CID in Switzerland (and the United Nations), in several
European countries and the USA, and much appreciated by Israel’s Foreign
Ministry Information Office which bought many thousands of copies, especially the
31 English edition. However, after President Anwar El Sadat’s historic visit to
Jerusalem in November 1977, they stopped using our ‘sensitive’ booklet, which also
contained several revealing texts by Sadat on Jews and Israel (see pp. 87-91),
starting with his 1953 “Letter to Hitler” (allegedly still alive), published in the Cairo
weekly Al Musawwar.

On reading D.F. Green’s introduction 40 years later, one notes that there has not
been an iota of change in the Arab-Muslim world on this subject in their media,
especially on certain TV government programs, sermons in mosques, in schools,
(widely documented by MEMRI, Palestine Media Watch and other bodies), and
with rare condemnation or shame. One paragraph says it all then and now:

“Arab spokesmen contend that they differentiate meticulously between Zionism
and Judaism and that they are against Zionism and not against Judaism. There
cannot be a more trenchant disproof of this allegation than the arguments used at
the Fourth Conference of the Academy of Islamic Research, at least as regards it
participants. The odium of Zionism is described as emanating from the perversity of
Judaism. Zionism and Jews are treated synonymously.”

And we concluded our introduction, dated ‘London, August 1971’ with a vain
hope:

“May this booklet be a small contribution towards the cause of peace in the Near
East. This is by no means a cynical pretention (..). It is to be hoped that this small
publication may serve as a general exhortation against the dangers lurking in the
ideologization (or worse, in the theologization) of a political conflict. When such
books published under government auspices cease to appear, a step toward
reconciliation will have been made.”

David G. Littman
Switzerland, April 2011























































































































































































































































































Arab spokesmen contend that they differentiate meticulously between
Zionism and Judaism and that they are against Zionism and not against
Judaism. There cannot be a more trenchant disproof of this allegation
than the arguments used at the Fourth Conference of the Academy
of Islamic Research, at least as regards its participants. The odium of
Zionism is described as emanating from the perversity of Judaism.
Zionists and Jews are treated synonymously. Furthermore, if the
picture of the Jews and Judaism as portrayed by the venerable particip-
ants of this Conference is in fact, as they contend, the traditional
image of the Jews in the eyes of Islam, it is inconceivable that it would
not have affected the feelings and attitudes of Arabs towards Jews.
Similar attitudes continue to be expressed in official publications
and articles in the Arab world.

(From the introduction of D.F. GREEN)
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The Jews are the enemies of human life as is evident from their Holy
Book. ( Kamal Ahmad Own) p. 19

They are a nation of liars and traitors, contrivers of plots, a people

born for deeds of treachery . . . they shall return and be as the Qur’an

said of them ‘condemned to humiliation and misery’ . . . We shall send

ihe71121 baclg( to their former status. (President Anwar El Sadat, 25th April
972) p. 91
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The enemies of God have committed aggression on Muslim lands
and desecrated our sanctuaries. It has become the duty of every Muslim
to make every sacrifice to liberate Muslim territories from Zionist
aggressors. (Dr. Abdul Halim Mahmoud, Grand Sheikh of Al-Azhar,
8th October 1973 — AP, UPI, Reuter)

Allah commands the Muslims to fight the friends of Satan wherever
they are found. Among the friends of Satan — indeed, among the
foremost friends of Satan in our present age — are the Jews. (Dr. Abdul
Halim Mahmoud, now Rector of Al-Azhar University and Head of the
Academy of Islamic Research) p. 95

% %k %

One would like to smile at the exegeses contained in this book, which
often sound like puerilities and gibberish. But did not the gibberish of
Mein Kampf, and the more primitive jargon printed in the Nazi press,
lead to the results that we know ? (Combat, Paris, 16th August 1972)

$ 2.50 / S.Frs. 6.—



