[bookmark: _GoBack]Your State Senator #1 (if not member of Armed Services Committee)


August 4, 2017

Dear Senator__________,

I want to make you aware of an URGENT National Security issue that should be brought to your attention.  This issue is surrounding “The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack,” otherwise known as “The EMP Commission” – the foremost authority in our nation on the threat from EMP.  A short but thorough summary of the Commission and this current issue can be found in Ambassador Hank Cooper’s recent article here:   http://highfrontier.org/july-25-2017-no-way-to-provide-for-the-common-defense/

Funding for the Congressional EMP Commission, which was delayed for a year by the Department of Defense, ended on July 31, 2017.  Even worse, the House Armed Services Committee / House version of the 2018 NDAA includes a provision that would uproot the legislative foundations of the original EMP Commission and replace the EMP Commissioners with parties unknown.  Thus, the House language would destroy the continuity in the work the Commission has carried out over the last decade and a half, and allow the Department of Defense staff to delay its support to the Commission once again.

This is a DoD failure to act in the interest of national security with respect to EMP—not just for DoD interests but for the interest of protecting the American people against both natural and man-made EMP threats.  In short, with this NDAA, the HASC and DoD will dismantle the only technically competent moderating influence in understanding and charting associated ways to rectify the dysfunctional Federal Government in protecting the American people against the existential threat of EMP.

I urge you, Senator_________, in the coming Senate floor debate on the SASC proposed NDAA and in the subsequent Senate-House Conference, to substitute the language below for the existing HASC/House provision, or find an ally, who would be willing to do so.

"The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack, as described in the FY2001 Floyd D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act, Public Law 106-398, Title XIV, with all the powers and authorities invested in the EMP Commission under Title XIV, is hereby re-established.  The nine EMP Commissioners, including the EMP Commission Chairman, originally appointed to serve on the EMP Commission are hereby re-appointed.  Any new Commissioners to fill vacancies on the EMP Commission shall be appointed by the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees.  The Commission shall deliver a report to Congress on threats to the United States from nuclear and non-nuclear EMP attack, natural EMP from solar storms, and other threat vectors to military and civilian critical infrastructures, 18 months from the date that the EMP Commission Chairman certifies that the Commission has received adequate funding, security clearances, and other support to commence work."

It is urgently important to avoid a delay in efforts to protect the American people from the effects of EMP.  We are hopeful, for the sake of the DoD and the American people, that you, Senator__________, will use the above language to preserve the original Congressional EMP Commission, enabling its vital work to continue and moving our nation closer to developing the solutions necessary to secure us against this threat.

Sincerely,


Your State Senator #2 (if not member of Armed Services Committee)


August 4, 2017

Dear Senator__________,

I want to make you aware of an URGENT National Security issue that should be brought to your attention.  This issue is surrounding “The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack,” otherwise known as “The EMP Commission” – the foremost authority in our nation on the threat from EMP.  A short but thorough summary of the Commission and this current issue can be found in Ambassador Hank Cooper’s recent article here:   http://highfrontier.org/july-25-2017-no-way-to-provide-for-the-common-defense/

Funding for the Congressional EMP Commission, which was delayed for a year by the Department of Defense, ended on July 31, 2017.  Even worse, the House Armed Services Committee / House version of the 2018 NDAA includes a provision that would uproot the legislative foundations of the original EMP Commission and replace the EMP Commissioners with parties unknown.  Thus, the House language would destroy the continuity in the work the Commission has carried out over the last decade and a half, and allow the Department of Defense staff to delay its support to the Commission once again.

This is a DoD failure to act in the interest of national security with respect to EMP—not just for DoD interests but for the interest of protecting the American people against both natural and man-made EMP threats.  In short, with this NDAA, the HASC and DoD will dismantle the only technically competent moderating influence in understanding and charting associated ways to rectify the dysfunctional Federal Government in protecting the American people against the existential threat of EMP.

I urge you, Senator_________, in the coming Senate floor debate on the SASC proposed NDAA and in the subsequent Senate-House Conference, to substitute the language below for the existing HASC/House provision, or find an ally, who would be willing to do so.

"The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack, as described in the FY2001 Floyd D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act, Public Law 106-398, Title XIV, with all the powers and authorities invested in the EMP Commission under Title XIV, is hereby re-established.  The nine EMP Commissioners, including the EMP Commission Chairman, originally appointed to serve on the EMP Commission are hereby re-appointed.  Any new Commissioners to fill vacancies on the EMP Commission shall be appointed by the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees.  The Commission shall deliver a report to Congress on threats to the United States from nuclear and non-nuclear EMP attack, natural EMP from solar storms, and other threat vectors to military and civilian critical infrastructures, 18 months from the date that the EMP Commission Chairman certifies that the Commission has received adequate funding, security clearances, and other support to commence work."

It is urgently important to avoid a delay in efforts to protect the American people from the effects of EMP.  We are hopeful, for the sake of the DoD and the American people, that you, Senator__________, will use the above language to preserve the original Congressional EMP Commission, enabling its vital work to continue and moving our nation closer to developing the solutions necessary to secure us against this threat.

Sincerely,


Representative Michael McCaul
9009 Mountain Ridge Drive
Austin Building, Suite 230
Austin, TX 78759

August 4, 2017

Dear Representative McCaul,

I want to make you aware of an URGENT National Security issue that should be brought to your attention.  This issue is surrounding “The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack,” otherwise known as “The EMP Commission” – the foremost authority in our nation on the threat from EMP.  A short but thorough summary of the Commission and this current issue can be found in Ambassador Hank Cooper’s recent article here:   http://highfrontier.org/july-25-2017-no-way-to-provide-for-the-common-defense/

Funding for the Congressional EMP Commission, which was delayed for a year by the Department of Defense, ended on July 31, 2017.  Even worse, the House Armed Services Committee / House version of the 2018 NDAA includes a provision that would uproot the legislative foundations of the original EMP Commission and replace the EMP Commissioners with parties unknown.  Thus, the House language would destroy the continuity in the work the Commission has carried out over the last decade and a half, and allow the Department of Defense staff to delay its support to the Commission once again.

This is a DoD failure to act in the interest of national security with respect to EMP—not just for DoD interests but for the interest of protecting the American people against both natural and man-made EMP threats.  In short, with this NDAA, the HASC and DoD will dismantle the only technically competent moderating influence in understanding and charting associated ways to rectify the dysfunctional Federal Government in protecting the American people against the existential threat of EMP.

I urge you, Representative McCaul, in the coming Senate floor debate on the SASC proposed NDAA and in the subsequent Senate-House Conference, to substitute the language below for the existing HASC/House provision, or find an ally, who would be willing to do so.

"The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack, as described in the FY2001 Floyd D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act, Public Law 106-398, Title XIV, with all the powers and authorities invested in the EMP Commission under Title XIV, is hereby re-established.  The nine EMP Commissioners, including the EMP Commission Chairman, originally appointed to serve on the EMP Commission are hereby re-appointed.  Any new Commissioners to fill vacancies on the EMP Commission shall be appointed by the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees.  The Commission shall deliver a report to Congress on threats to the United States from nuclear and non-nuclear EMP attack, natural EMP from solar storms, and other threat vectors to military and civilian critical infrastructures, 18 months from the date that the EMP Commission Chairman certifies that the Commission has received adequate funding, security clearances, and other support to commence work."

It is urgently important to avoid a delay in efforts to protect the American people from the effects of EMP.  We are hopeful, for the sake of the DoD and the American people, that you, Representative McCaul, will use the above language to preserve the original Congressional EMP Commission, enabling its vital work to continue and moving our nation closer to developing the solutions necessary to secure us against this threat. 

Sincerely,
Your name
Your address
Representative Devin Nunes
264 Clovis Avenue
Suite 206
Clovis, CA 93612

August 4, 2017

Dear Representative Nunes,

I want to make you aware of an URGENT National Security issue that should be brought to your attention.  This issue is surrounding “The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack,” otherwise known as “The EMP Commission” – the foremost authority in our nation on the threat from EMP.  A short but thorough summary of the Commission and this current issue can be found in Ambassador Hank Cooper’s recent article here:   http://highfrontier.org/july-25-2017-no-way-to-provide-for-the-common-defense/

Funding for the Congressional EMP Commission, which was delayed for a year by the Department of Defense, ended on July 31, 2017.  Even worse, the House Armed Services Committee / House version of the 2018 NDAA includes a provision that would uproot the legislative foundations of the original EMP Commission and replace the EMP Commissioners with parties unknown.  Thus, the House language would destroy the continuity in the work the Commission has carried out over the last decade and a half, and allow the Department of Defense staff to delay its support to the Commission once again.

This is a DoD failure to act in the interest of national security with respect to EMP—not just for DoD interests but for the interest of protecting the American people against both natural and man-made EMP threats.  In short, with this NDAA, the HASC and DoD will dismantle the only technically competent moderating influence in understanding and charting associated ways to rectify the dysfunctional Federal Government in protecting the American people against the existential threat of EMP.

I urge you, Representative Nunes, in the coming Senate floor debate on the SASC proposed NDAA and in the subsequent Senate-House Conference, to substitute the language below for the existing HASC/House provision, or find an ally, who would be willing to do so.

"The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack, as described in the FY2001 Floyd D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act, Public Law 106-398, Title XIV, with all the powers and authorities invested in the EMP Commission under Title XIV, is hereby re-established.  The nine EMP Commissioners, including the EMP Commission Chairman, originally appointed to serve on the EMP Commission are hereby re-appointed.  Any new Commissioners to fill vacancies on the EMP Commission shall be appointed by the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees.  The Commission shall deliver a report to Congress on threats to the United States from nuclear and non-nuclear EMP attack, natural EMP from solar storms, and other threat vectors to military and civilian critical infrastructures, 18 months from the date that the EMP Commission Chairman certifies that the Commission has received adequate funding, security clearances, and other support to commence work."

It is urgently important to avoid a delay in efforts to protect the American people from the effects of EMP.  We are hopeful, for the sake of the DoD and the American people, that you, Representative Nunes, will use the above language to preserve the original Congressional EMP Commission, enabling its vital work to continue and moving our nation closer to developing the solutions necessary to secure us against this threat. 

Sincerely,
Representative Mac Thornberry
2525 Kell East Blvd.
Wichita Falls, TX 76308

August 4, 2017

Dear Representative Thornberry,

I want to make you aware of an URGENT National Security issue that should be brought to your attention.  This issue is surrounding “The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack,” otherwise known as “The EMP Commission” – the foremost authority in our nation on the threat from EMP.  A short but thorough summary of the Commission and this current issue can be found in Ambassador Hank Cooper’s recent article here:   http://highfrontier.org/july-25-2017-no-way-to-provide-for-the-common-defense/

Funding for the Congressional EMP Commission, which was delayed for a year by the Department of Defense, ended on July 31, 2017.  Even worse, the House Armed Services Committee / House version of the 2018 NDAA includes a provision that would uproot the legislative foundations of the original EMP Commission and replace the EMP Commissioners with parties unknown.  Thus, the House language would destroy the continuity in the work the Commission has carried out over the last decade and a half, and allow the Department of Defense staff to delay its support to the Commission once again.

This is a DoD failure to act in the interest of national security with respect to EMP—not just for DoD interests but for the interest of protecting the American people against both natural and man-made EMP threats.  In short, with this NDAA, the HASC and DoD will dismantle the only technically competent moderating influence in understanding and charting associated ways to rectify the dysfunctional Federal Government in protecting the American people against the existential threat of EMP.

I urge you, Representative Thornberry, in the coming Senate floor debate on the SASC proposed NDAA and in the subsequent Senate-House Conference, to substitute the language below for the existing HASC/House provision, or find an ally, who would be willing to do so.

"The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack, as described in the FY2001 Floyd D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act, Public Law 106-398, Title XIV, with all the powers and authorities invested in the EMP Commission under Title XIV, is hereby re-established.  The nine EMP Commissioners, including the EMP Commission Chairman, originally appointed to serve on the EMP Commission are hereby re-appointed.  Any new Commissioners to fill vacancies on the EMP Commission shall be appointed by the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees.  The Commission shall deliver a report to Congress on threats to the United States from nuclear and non-nuclear EMP attack, natural EMP from solar storms, and other threat vectors to military and civilian critical infrastructures, 18 months from the date that the EMP Commission Chairman certifies that the Commission has received adequate funding, security clearances, and other support to commence work."

It is urgently important to avoid a delay in efforts to protect the American people from the effects of EMP.  We are hopeful, for the sake of the DoD and the American people, that you, Representative Thornberry, will use the above language to preserve the original Congressional EMP Commission, enabling its vital work to continue and moving our nation closer to developing the solutions necessary to secure us against this threat. 

Sincerely,
Representative Greg Walden
1051 NW Bond Street
Suite 400
Bend, OR 97701

August 4, 2017

Dear Representative Walden,

I want to make you aware of an URGENT National Security issue that should be brought to your attention.  This issue is surrounding “The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack,” otherwise known as “The EMP Commission” – the foremost authority in our nation on the threat from EMP.  A short but thorough summary of the Commission and this current issue can be found in Ambassador Hank Cooper’s recent article here:   http://highfrontier.org/july-25-2017-no-way-to-provide-for-the-common-defense/

Funding for the Congressional EMP Commission, which was delayed for a year by the Department of Defense, ended on July 31, 2017.  Even worse, the House Armed Services Committee / House version of the 2018 NDAA includes a provision that would uproot the legislative foundations of the original EMP Commission and replace the EMP Commissioners with parties unknown.  Thus, the House language would destroy the continuity in the work the Commission has carried out over the last decade and a half, and allow the Department of Defense staff to delay its support to the Commission once again.

This is a DoD failure to act in the interest of national security with respect to EMP—not just for DoD interests but for the interest of protecting the American people against both natural and man-made EMP threats.  In short, with this NDAA, the HASC and DoD will dismantle the only technically competent moderating influence in understanding and charting associated ways to rectify the dysfunctional Federal Government in protecting the American people against the existential threat of EMP.

I urge you, Representative Walden, in the coming Senate floor debate on the SASC proposed NDAA and in the subsequent Senate-House Conference, to substitute the language below for the existing HASC/House provision, or find an ally, who would be willing to do so.

"The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack, as described in the FY2001 Floyd D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act, Public Law 106-398, Title XIV, with all the powers and authorities invested in the EMP Commission under Title XIV, is hereby re-established.  The nine EMP Commissioners, including the EMP Commission Chairman, originally appointed to serve on the EMP Commission are hereby re-appointed.  Any new Commissioners to fill vacancies on the EMP Commission shall be appointed by the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees.  The Commission shall deliver a report to Congress on threats to the United States from nuclear and non-nuclear EMP attack, natural EMP from solar storms, and other threat vectors to military and civilian critical infrastructures, 18 months from the date that the EMP Commission Chairman certifies that the Commission has received adequate funding, security clearances, and other support to commence work."

It is urgently important to avoid a delay in efforts to protect the American people from the effects of EMP.  We are hopeful, for the sake of the DoD and the American people, that you, Representative Walden, will use the above language to preserve the original Congressional EMP Commission, enabling its vital work to continue and moving our nation closer to developing the solutions necessary to secure us against this threat. 

Sincerely,
Secretary of Energy Rick Perry
U.S. Dept. of Energy
1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20585

August 4, 2017

Dear Secretary Perry,

I want to make you aware of an URGENT National Security issue that should be brought to your attention.  This issue is surrounding “The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack,” otherwise known as “The EMP Commission” – the foremost authority in our nation on the threat from EMP.  A short but thorough summary of the Commission and this current issue can be found in Ambassador Hank Cooper’s recent article here:   http://highfrontier.org/july-25-2017-no-way-to-provide-for-the-common-defense/

Funding for the Congressional EMP Commission, which was delayed for a year by the Department of Defense, ended on July 31, 2017.  Even worse, the House Armed Services Committee / House version of the 2018 NDAA includes a provision that would uproot the legislative foundations of the original EMP Commission and replace the EMP Commissioners with parties unknown.  Thus, the House language would destroy the continuity in the work the Commission has carried out over the last decade and a half, and allow the Department of Defense staff to delay its support to the Commission once again.

This is a DoD failure to act in the interest of national security with respect to EMP—not just for DoD interests but for the interest of protecting the American people against both natural and man-made EMP threats.  In short, with this NDAA, the HASC and DoD will dismantle the only technically competent moderating influence in understanding and charting associated ways to rectify the dysfunctional Federal Government in protecting the American people against the existential threat of EMP.

I urge you, Secretary Perry, in the coming Senate floor debate on the SASC proposed NDAA and in the subsequent Senate-House Conference, to find an ally who would be willing to substitute the language below for the existing HASC/House provision.

"The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack, as described in the FY2001 Floyd D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act, Public Law 106-398, Title XIV, with all the powers and authorities invested in the EMP Commission under Title XIV, is hereby re-established.  The nine EMP Commissioners, including the EMP Commission Chairman, originally appointed to serve on the EMP Commission are hereby re-appointed.  Any new Commissioners to fill vacancies on the EMP Commission shall be appointed by the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees.  The Commission shall deliver a report to Congress on threats to the United States from nuclear and non-nuclear EMP attack, natural EMP from solar storms, and other threat vectors to military and civilian critical infrastructures, 18 months from the date that the EMP Commission Chairman certifies that the Commission has received adequate funding, security clearances, and other support to commence work."

It is urgently important to avoid a delay in efforts to protect the American people from the effects of EMP.  We are hopeful, for the sake of the DoD and the American people, that you, Secretary Perry, will take action to preserve the original Congressional EMP Commission, enabling its vital work to continue and moving our nation closer to developing the solutions necessary to secure us against this threat. 

Sincerely,
Secretary of Homeland Security, Honorable John Kelly
U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C. 20528

August 4, 2017

Dear Secretary Kelly,

I want to make you aware of an URGENT National Security issue that should be brought to your attention.  This issue is surrounding “The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack,” otherwise known as “The EMP Commission” – the foremost authority in our nation on the threat from EMP.  A short but thorough summary of the Commission and this current issue can be found in Ambassador Hank Cooper’s recent article here:   http://highfrontier.org/july-25-2017-no-way-to-provide-for-the-common-defense/

Funding for the Congressional EMP Commission, which was delayed for a year by the Department of Defense, ended on July 31, 2017.  Even worse, the House Armed Services Committee / House version of the 2018 NDAA includes a provision that would uproot the legislative foundations of the original EMP Commission and replace the EMP Commissioners with parties unknown.  Thus, the House language would destroy the continuity in the work the Commission has carried out over the last decade and a half, and allow the Department of Defense staff to delay its support to the Commission once again.

This is a DoD failure to act in the interest of national security with respect to EMP—not just for DoD interests but for the interest of protecting the American people against both natural and man-made EMP threats.  In short, with this NDAA, the HASC and DoD will dismantle the only technically competent moderating influence in understanding and charting associated ways to rectify the dysfunctional Federal Government in protecting the American people against the existential threat of EMP.

I urge you, Secretary Perry, in the coming Senate floor debate on the SASC proposed NDAA and in the subsequent Senate-House Conference, to find an ally who would be willing to substitute the language below for the existing HASC/House provision.

"The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack, as described in the FY2001 Floyd D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act, Public Law 106-398, Title XIV, with all the powers and authorities invested in the EMP Commission under Title XIV, is hereby re-established.  The nine EMP Commissioners, including the EMP Commission Chairman, originally appointed to serve on the EMP Commission are hereby re-appointed.  Any new Commissioners to fill vacancies on the EMP Commission shall be appointed by the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees.  The Commission shall deliver a report to Congress on threats to the United States from nuclear and non-nuclear EMP attack, natural EMP from solar storms, and other threat vectors to military and civilian critical infrastructures, 18 months from the date that the EMP Commission Chairman certifies that the Commission has received adequate funding, security clearances, and other support to commence work."

It is urgently important to avoid a delay in efforts to protect the American people from the effects of EMP.  We are hopeful, for the sake of the DoD and the American people, that you, Secretary Kelly, will take action to preserve the original Congressional EMP Commission, enabling its vital work to continue and moving our nation closer to developing the solutions necessary to secure us against this threat. 

Sincerely,
Senator Ron Johnson
517 East Wisconsin Avenue
Suite 408
Milwaukee, WI 53202

August 4, 2017

Dear Senator Johnson,

I want to make you aware of an URGENT National Security issue that should be brought to your attention.  This issue is surrounding “The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack,” otherwise known as “The EMP Commission” – the foremost authority in our nation on the threat from EMP.  A short but thorough summary of the Commission and this current issue can be found in Ambassador Hank Cooper’s recent article here:   http://highfrontier.org/july-25-2017-no-way-to-provide-for-the-common-defense/

Funding for the Congressional EMP Commission, which was delayed for a year by the Department of Defense, ended on July 31, 2017.  Even worse, the House Armed Services Committee / House version of the 2018 NDAA includes a provision that would uproot the legislative foundations of the original EMP Commission and replace the EMP Commissioners with parties unknown.  Thus, the House language would destroy the continuity in the work the Commission has carried out over the last decade and a half, and allow the Department of Defense staff to delay its support to the Commission once again.

This is a DoD failure to act in the interest of national security with respect to EMP—not just for DoD interests but for the interest of protecting the American people against both natural and man-made EMP threats.  In short, with this NDAA, the HASC and DoD will dismantle the only technically competent moderating influence in understanding and charting associated ways to rectify the dysfunctional Federal Government in protecting the American people against the existential threat of EMP.

I urge you, Senator Johnson, in the coming Senate floor debate on the SASC proposed NDAA and in the subsequent Senate-House Conference, to substitute the language below for the existing HASC/House provision, or find an ally, who would be willing to do so.

"The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack, as described in the FY2001 Floyd D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act, Public Law 106-398, Title XIV, with all the powers and authorities invested in the EMP Commission under Title XIV, is hereby re-established.  The nine EMP Commissioners, including the EMP Commission Chairman, originally appointed to serve on the EMP Commission are hereby re-appointed.  Any new Commissioners to fill vacancies on the EMP Commission shall be appointed by the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees.  The Commission shall deliver a report to Congress on threats to the United States from nuclear and non-nuclear EMP attack, natural EMP from solar storms, and other threat vectors to military and civilian critical infrastructures, 18 months from the date that the EMP Commission Chairman certifies that the Commission has received adequate funding, security clearances, and other support to commence work."

It is urgently important to avoid a delay in efforts to protect the American people from the effects of EMP.  We are hopeful, for the sake of the DoD and the American people, that you, Senator Johnson, will use the above language to preserve the original Congressional EMP Commission, enabling its vital work to continue and moving our nation closer to developing the solutions necessary to secure us against this threat. 

Sincerely,
Senator Lisa Murkowski
800 Glacier Ave
Suite 101
Juneau, AK 99801

August 4, 2017

Dear Senator Murkowski,

I want to make you aware of an URGENT National Security issue that should be brought to your attention.  This issue is surrounding “The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack,” otherwise known as “The EMP Commission” – the foremost authority in our nation on the threat from EMP.  A short but thorough summary of the Commission and this current issue can be found in Ambassador Hank Cooper’s recent article here:   http://highfrontier.org/july-25-2017-no-way-to-provide-for-the-common-defense/

Funding for the Congressional EMP Commission, which was delayed for a year by the Department of Defense, ended on July 31, 2017.  Even worse, the House Armed Services Committee / House version of the 2018 NDAA includes a provision that would uproot the legislative foundations of the original EMP Commission and replace the EMP Commissioners with parties unknown.  Thus, the House language would destroy the continuity in the work the Commission has carried out over the last decade and a half, and allow the Department of Defense staff to delay its support to the Commission once again.

This is a DoD failure to act in the interest of national security with respect to EMP—not just for DoD interests but for the interest of protecting the American people against both natural and man-made EMP threats.  In short, with this NDAA, the HASC and DoD will dismantle the only technically competent moderating influence in understanding and charting associated ways to rectify the dysfunctional Federal Government in protecting the American people against the existential threat of EMP.

I urge you, Senator Murkowski, in the coming Senate floor debate on the SASC proposed NDAA and in the subsequent Senate-House Conference, to substitute the language below for the existing HASC/House provision, or find an ally, who would be willing to do so.

"The Commission to Assess the Threat to the United States from Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) Attack, as described in the FY2001 Floyd D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act, Public Law 106-398, Title XIV, with all the powers and authorities invested in the EMP Commission under Title XIV, is hereby re-established.  The nine EMP Commissioners, including the EMP Commission Chairman, originally appointed to serve on the EMP Commission are hereby re-appointed.  Any new Commissioners to fill vacancies on the EMP Commission shall be appointed by the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees.  The Commission shall deliver a report to Congress on threats to the United States from nuclear and non-nuclear EMP attack, natural EMP from solar storms, and other threat vectors to military and civilian critical infrastructures, 18 months from the date that the EMP Commission Chairman certifies that the Commission has received adequate funding, security clearances, and other support to commence work."

It is urgently important to avoid a delay in efforts to protect the American people from the effects of EMP.  We are hopeful, for the sake of the DoD and the American people, that you, Senator Murkowski, will use the above language to preserve the original Congressional EMP Commission, enabling its vital work to continue and moving our nation closer to developing the solutions necessary to secure us against this threat. 

Sincerely,
