April 10, 2018

The Honorable Bob Corker The Honorable Robert Menendez
Chairman, Ranking Member,

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Senate Foreign Relations Committee
423 Dirksen Senate Office Building 423 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Corker and Menendez:

We are national security experts and public policy practitioners writing to express our
enthusiastic support for President Trump’s nomination of Mike Pompeo to be the next
U.S. Secretary of State. We urge that he be confirmed in that position as soon as
possible.

We regard this appointment to be among the President’s best selections for his Cabinet
— one made at a moment when our nation is facing a series of growing national security
crises. Mr. Pompeo will provide President Trump with exceptional national security
expertise, trusted counsel and management skills that the President urgently needs as
he moves to address these challenges.

Notably, Mr. Pompeo comes to this post exceptionally prepared to deal with two urgent
international issues that will require skillful diplomacy and informed presidential
decisions over the next few months: North Korea and Iran. Mr. Pompeo made these
issues priorities during his time as CIA Director and has provided President Trump with
in-depth analyses of both.

Mr. Pompeo’s knowledge of U.S. intelligence on the North Korean and Iranian nuclear
programs will serve him well as America’s top diplomat. That will be particularly
valuable as President Trump prepares for a possible summit with North Korea’s leader,
Kim Jong Un, and his upcoming decision about the future status of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action with Iran.

From his days in the U.S. Congress, Mike Pompeo has exhibited as well a mastery of the
multifaceted threat Donald Trump promised to defeat in his August 15, 2016 address in
Youngstown, Ohio. Both men recognize this particular danger as ideological in nature,
which Mr. Trump correctly noted is called “Sharia” by its adherents, who include
“Radical Islamic Terrorists” and “the support networks for Radical Islam in this
country.” The American people endorsed Candidate Trump’s clarity on this topic and
expect the Trump administration to fulfill his promises to defeat such enemies.

We also strongly endorse Mike Pompeo for Secretary of State in light of his proven
management skills. It is no secret that the Department of State is currently in disarray,
with huge numbers of unfilled positions, low morale and lack of direction. There have
not been similar reports from the CIA under Pompeo’s leadership. To the contrary, his
tenure there has been widely praised by Agency employees. Mr. Pompeo has, moreover,



drawn upon his years of leadership experience in the U.S. Army, the private sector and
as a legislator not only to effect an orderly transition at the CIA but to rebuild
collaborative relationships between the intelligence and policy communities.

Mike Pompeo is the sort of seasoned, accomplished and energetic national security
policy practitioner our nation desperately needs at this juncture in the role of Secretary
of State to help President Trump secure our nation from all enemies, foreign and
domestic. He enjoys our strong endorsement and we respectfully request that the
United States Senate express the same by confirming him at the earliest possible

moment.
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